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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/865,240 



Examiner 

Tran N. Nguyen 



Applicant(s) 

HERNDON ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2834 



Periodfor" RepT^ ^ COmmunicati °" with the Lresponcienc ^L^^ 

™ H S RTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ~ ( } 

■ S^e^ 'n no event however, may a rep.y be time, filed 

: ™S 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended perTo^ {6) M ™™ om the mailin S date of *is communication. 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the StP of th C v °° me ABAND0NED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFRTroX 9 communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status ; 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prosecution as to thP rrwit* « 
Disposit J^fc^^ ^ "* ^ E * ^ 1935 C-o ffiS^T ^ " 

4) D Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

110 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 -□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.U Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 ' D ^S£Sl^i^ ° f * the f 2° rity documents have bee " received in this National Stage 
* c xl. application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

. translatlon of the forei 9 n language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 



Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
2 * LJ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3) [Xl Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 5 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, (1) the e-coating over the surface of 
the stack and (2) the e-coating scraped from the surface of the lamination features must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 



Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following: it is unclear what is the so-called 
"e-coating" (page 6 line 2). Also "the e-coating" lacks antecedent basis in the 
specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

J 1 S,£ fi t Cati ° n tf, ?T in 3 Wfitten descri P tio " of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
n^Z 8 ' ™* ,U t f ; Cl6ar ' C ° nC T' and 6XaCt termS as t0 enable P^son skilled in the art to which it 
conZnl 1 Z f ? 18 m °f Y C ° nnected > t0 make ™ d us e the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 
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2. Claims 1-4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The specification does 
not clear disclose what is the material of the so-called "e-coating"? 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

hi claim 1, "an e-coating" is indefinite because it is not clear what is the material 
of the so-called "e-coating? 

In claim 5, "the stack laminations and "the stator stack" lack antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale ,n fins country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in fte Sd States" 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being fully anticipated by Aiello et al (US 
5965966). 

Aiello discloses a spindle motor comprising a shaft (122) in a hub (1 00) with a permanent 
magnet rotor radially aligned with a stator (129) supported by outer surface of the shaft, 
an electrical grounding means (200) incorporated with an inner yoke of the stack 
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laminations to conductively and rigidly fixing the stator stack relative to the magnet 
while grounding the stator. 

Regarding claims 1-4, and 6-8, given 35 USC 112 deficiencies set forth above and 
uncertainty as to the proper interpretation of the limitations of claims, it would not be proper 
to reject claims 1-8 on the basis of prior art. Therefore, no prior-art rejection against claims 
1-4, 6-8 is given at this time. 

Communication 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tran N Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 639. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:O0AM-2:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on (703)-308-1371 . The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)305-343 1 for regular 
communications and (703)-395-3432 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)-308-1782. 

THAN NGUYEN 
PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER 
TC-2800 





